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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Monday 2nd December 2013 

 

 
 

Professor Nicole Müller 
 
Professor Nicole Müller received a Master’s degree from the University of Bonn, Germany, and a 
doctorate from the University of Oxford, England. She has taught at the University of Central England, 
Birmingham, at Cardiff University, Wales, and is currently a professor of Communicative Disorders at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, where she holds a Hawthorne-BoRSF Endowed Professorship. Her 
research combines interests in clinical linguistics (specifically Systemic Functional Linguistics), dementia, 
and bilingualism, with occasional forays into phonetics, speech disorders, and aphasia. She co-edits the 
journal Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics, and the book series Communication Disorders across 
Languages. 
 
Clinical Applied Linguistics: A Functional Linguistics for Research 

and Clinical Practice 
Nicole Müller, University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

 
A starting point for this keynote is that clinical research and clinical practice can’t be divorced 
from each other. One aim of this presentation is to give an overview of clinical linguistics, 
including its history, and several theoretical and philosophical orientations within clinical 
linguistics. A further aim is to present characteristics of what I shall call here a ‘clinical applied 
linguistics’, namely that it is, among other things, data-driven, contextualized, functional and 
skill-centred. In addition, I shall discuss how detailed linguistic analyses of contextualized data 
can contribute to the clinical enterprise. The method involves a review and discussion of 
completed and published work, including data sets used in clinical linguistic analyses. The 
framework of analysis used is that of Systemic Functional Linguistics, based on work by 
Michael Halliday and colleagues. The studies this keynote will draw on have shown that 
detailed, systematic analyses of contextualized language can give insight into clients’ 
communicative skills and deficits that it would otherwise impossible to gain. In addition, while 
most tests used in the assessment of clients with a variety of language or cognitive difficulties 
are designed to measure deficit (and severity of deficit), detailed linguistic analyses lend 
themselves better to a focus on skill and collaborative achievement. Clinical applied linguistics 
can afford unique insight into and make contributions to clients’ (and their caregivers’) 
communicative skills and quality of life. This presentation will return to its starting point, 
namely that clinical research and clinical practice are two sides of the same coin, that linguistic 
methods developed in non-clinical contexts usefully inform our knowledge of disordered 
language, and that on the other hand, clinical priorities inform research agenda.   



 

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM subject to change, will be replaced by final program by 1st Nov 2013 
 

5 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Monday 2nd December 2013 

 

 
Professor Marilyn Nippold 

 
Marilyn A. Nippold, Ph.D., is a Professor of Communication Disorders and Sciences at the University of 
Oregon where she has worked since 1982, teaching and conducting research in later language development, 
literacy, language disorders, and stuttering. Professor Nippold is a Fellow of the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association (ASHA). She received the Editor’s Award for articles published in ASHA 
journals in 1983 and 2001 and the Outstanding Publications Award from the Division for Communicative 
Disabilities and Deafness (DCCD), Council for Exceptional Children (CEC), in 2009. She has published 5 
books and over 100 journal articles and book chapters. 
 
 

The Language-Literacy Connection in School-age Children and 
Adolescents: Guidelines for Clinicians 

Marilyn A. Nippold, University of Oregon 
 

As children progress through school, their academic success increasingly depends upon the 
ability to read and comprehend sophisticated textbooks, often written in the expository genre. 
In particular, once they have moved beyond the early grades (K-3), they are often assigned by 
their teachers to read challenging material in areas such as science, history, and social studies. 
In addition to difficult vocabulary, these textbooks typically contain long and complex 
sentences with multiple subordinate clauses (e.g., “Tornadoes are created when the warm air of 
a giant storm system rises and hits a current of downward-moving cool air”; “Line graphs are 
powerful tools because they allow you to estimate values for conditions that you did not test in 
the experiment”).  
 
In this presentation, I will discuss a longitudinal investigation (Tomblin & Nippold, 2013) that 
examined the role of syntax (SYN) in relation to reading comprehension (RDC) in children 
with SLI (n = 102) at 4th grade (age 10) and again at 8th grade (age 14). A control group of 
children with typical language development (TLD) (n = 247) also participated. At both points 
in time, the TLD group outperformed the SLI group on SYN and RDC, and SYN was a strong 
predictor of RDC. Implications for language intervention relevant to the demands of the 
classroom will be discussed.  
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Tuesday 3rd December 2013 

  

 
Dr. Caroline Bowen 

 
Known throughout the Speech-Language Pathology/Speech and Language Therapy profession for her 
www.speech-language-therapy.com website, Dr Caroline Bowen has practiced in Australia as a clinical 
Speech-Language Pathologist for over 40 years, is an Honorary Associate in Linguistics at Macquarie 
University in Sydney, and a Research Fellow at the University of KwaZulu-Natal in Durban. Her workload 
comprises research, writing and presenting Continuing Professional Development events, nationally and 
internationally. Her professional expertise is in children’s speech sound disorders and she is interested in 
the part families can play in intervention. 
 

Target Selection and Children’s Speech Sound Disorders 
Caroline Bowen 

Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia 
The University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa  

In working with children with speech sound disorders, a clinician’s choice of treatment 
targets can have significant effects on treatment intensity, duration and outcomes – both 
positive and negative. We can use traditional criteria that tend to be non-evidence-based, 
relying on common sense, logic, intuition, experience and hunches. Alternatively, we can 
use newer selection criteria that are more linguistically driven, theoretically sound, 
theoretically ‘appealing’ or evidence-based. We may also be able to combine ‘old’ and 
‘new’ taking into account the characteristics and preferences of the child, family and 
clinician.  
 

Traditional Target Selection Criteria Newer Target Selection Criteria 
1. Work in developmental sequence 
2. Choose socially important targets                                  
3. Start with stimulable sounds 
4. Use minimally contrasting word-pairs 
5. Practice saying unfamiliar words 
6. Practice inconsistently erred sounds 
7. Choose patterns that impact intelligibility most 
8. Target non-developmental patterns 

9. Prioritise later-developing sounds and structures 
10. Prioritise marked consonant 
11. Target non-stimulable sounds first 
12. Use maximal feature contrasts. 
13. Consider the systemic function of phonemes 
14. Apply the sonority sequencing principle. 
15. Work on consistently erred sounds 
16. Consider lexical properties 

 
The rationales for, and utility of these sixteen approaches are examined along with suggestions for, 
and discussion of, integrating them into practice with children with Speech Sound Disorders.  
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Tuesday 3rd December 2013 

 

 
Professor Susan Balandin 

 
 
Professor Susan Balandin, at the Victoria University at Wellington, NZ, is from a background in speech 
pathology and an expert in the field of communicative interactions of people with lifelong disability. She 
moved to New Zealand last year to take up the role of Director at Victoria’s Jessie Hetherington Centre for 
Educational Research, and Professor of Research in the University’s Faculty of Education. Professor 
Balandin has made a substantial contribution to the body of knowledge and clinical practice relating to 
people with lifelong disability and little or no functional speech.  She has particualr interests in the 
communicative interactions of people who are ageing with a lifelong disability and in how adults with 
lifelong disability, as experts in disability, can contribute to the education of professionals. Professor 
Balandin has been recognised with the title of Honorary Professor at the University of Sydney, Edith 
Cowan University Western Australia, and the University of Helsinki.  
 

Confidentiality: Can We Keep a Secret? 
Susan Balandin, Victoria University at Wellington, NZ.  

 
Confidentiality is an important ethical issue in research and clinical practice. Clinicians are 
ethically bound to maintain confidentiality about their case load and individual clients, likewise 
researchers must assure ethics committees that adequate care is taken to protect the 
confidentiality of participants in research projects. As a result researchers may make be party to 
secrets that are difficult to keep. Ensuring confidentiality in countries with small populations 
and in a small field such as augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) can be 
problematic.  Clients may be known to more than one service and given the individual nature of 
such services, it can be easy to identify individuals from a relatively small amount of 
information.  For those who conduct qualitative research, the rich data that is collected may 
make it easy for others to identify individual participants or people from participants’ family, 
social or service circles.  How can this difficult issue be managed? Why is not advisable to just 
change a few details such as age or gender to make identification more difficult. How can we 
manage to answer reviewers who require more detail and what can we do if an individual says 
‘it is my story and I want you to tell it’! There are no easy answers to some of these questions, 
consequently there is an ongoing debate about what can and must be considered under the 
umbrella term ‘confidentiality’.  The researcher has to respect the rights of all stakeholders and 
it may be difficult to know how far this responsibility extends. These issues will be discussed in 
this presentation and this will no doubt raise other equally important issues to consider. 

 



 

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM subject to change, will be replaced by final program by 1st Nov 2013 
 

8 

 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Wednesday 4th December 2013 

 
 
 

 
 

Professor Leanne Togher 
 

 
 
Professor Leanne Togher is a speech pathologist who has worked in the area of communication disorders 
following acquired brain injury for over 25 years. Leanne's work has focused on ways of improving the 
communication of people with brain injury in two ways. Firstly, she has evaluated direct communication 
treatment approaches for the person with TBI and secondly, she has empirically evaluated training 
programs for families and community agencies. Leanne has published training packages for law and justice 
personnel in conjunction with the Attorney General's Department of NSW. In 2012, she launched a new 
treatment resource aimed at improving everyday communication for people with brain injury and their 
families, called TBI Express.. This treatment was proven as part of an NHMRC funded clinical trial and is 
now available for clinicians, people with brain injury, their families, friends and carers. Further trials are 
being undertaken with TBI Express at The University of Montreal in collaboration with Leanne’s 
colleagues, Professor Claire Croteau and Professor Guylaine LeDorze. TBI Express will also be evaluated 
as part of a telehealth clinical trial for people with TBI and their families in 2013-2014. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://sydney.edu.au/health-sciences/disability-community/tbi_express/
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Time MONDAY 2nd DECEMBER 
 

8.00-8.30am Registration 
8.45 – 9.00am Welcome  Professor Caroline McMillen VC. 
9.10-9.40am Opening Address Lindy McAllister Opening Address 
9.40 – 10.25 Keynote Nicole Müller Clinical Applied Linguistics: a functional linguistics for 

research and clinical practice 
10.25 – 11.00 Morning Tea  
11.00-11.20 Elizabeth Spencer Propositional Idea Density: Exploring informativeness in the discourse of 

older aged men using computerised analysis 
 

11.20-11.40 Elizabeth Armstrong  An Australian RCT Protocol for Very Early Rehabilitation in SpEech 
(VERSE) after stroke 
 

11.40-12.00 Laura Cubirka Learning from communication breakdown: Four student speech pathologists’ 
experiences in an aphasia therapy group interaction 
 

12.00-12.20 Jo Steel Cognitive-communication assessment and recovery during post-traumatic amnesia 
(PTA) 
 

12.20-12.40 Libby Clark It’s all ‘good’: exploring evaluation in speech pathology practice 
 

12.40-1.30 LUNCH 50 mins 
  

1.30-2.15 Keynote Marilyn Nippold The Language-Literacy Connection in School-age 
Children and Adolescents: Guidelines for Clinicians 

2.15-2.35 Julia Starling Supporting secondary school students with language impairment: The 
collaborative conversation 
 

2.35-2.55 Rachael Unicomb Treatment of stuttering and speech sound disorders: Preliminary results 
of a phase I trial 
 

2.55-3.15 Michelle Swift Treatment duration of the Lidcombe Program in a student training clinic 
 

3.15-3.50 Afternoon Tea  
3.50-4.10 Laura Hoffman Exploring the reliability of measurement of severity of stuttering across 

languages 
 

4.10-4.30 Louise Habel A qualitative evaluation of the outcomes of a Combined Treatment for 
Stuttering (CTS) for school age participants 
 

4.30-4.50 Gwendalyn Webb Dialectal features of Aboriginal English in preschool children in the 
Hunter Region 
 

4.50-5.10 Nicole Byrne 
Challenges and practical strategies for speech pathologists working with children in Out of 
Home Care (OOHC 
 

5.10-5.20 Lucky Door Prizes  
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Time TUESDAY 3rd DECEMBER 
8.00 – 8.45am Registration 
8.45 – 9.00 Welcome to 

UON/HMRI  
Maureen Jack  

9.00 – 9.10 Overview 
9.10 – 10.00 Keynote Caroline Bowen Target Selection and Children’s Speech Sound 

Disorders 
10.00 – 10.20 Simon Gonzalez  Articulatory variation in English coronal obstruents: An ultrasound study 

 
10.20 – 10.40 Loren Apokourastos Verbal instruction in attentional focus during acquisition of a novel voice 

motor task 
 

10.40 – 11.10 Morning Tea  
11.10 – 11.30 Jacqueline McKechnie  Automated Lexical Stress Classification Tool for assessing and treating 

dysprosody in Childhood Apraxia of Speech 
 

11.30 – 11.50 Sophia Thibaudeau  Developing Clinical Competence: How do we enable speech pathology 
students to work effectively with people from CALD backgrounds?” 
  

11.50 – 12.10 Valerie Adams Reliability and the IOPI: A comparison of measurements of tongue strength 
with healthy and elderly adults 
 

12.10 – 12.30 Lorayne Bejjani The ecological validity of Rapid Syllable Transition Treatment (ReST): 
Improvements in connected speech of children with Childhood Apraxia of Speech 
 

12.30 – 1.30 ALUMNI LUNCH 
1.30 – 2.15 Keynote Susan Balandin   

Confidentiality: Can we keep a secret? 
2.15 – 2.35 Sara Brennan A qualitative exploration into the value of the ICF (World Health Organization 

2001) in understanding parental perspectives regarding the everyday lives of children with 
Down syndrome 
 

2.35 – 2.55 Bronwyn Hemsley Twitter in academic settings: Clinical and professional networking for 
speech pathologists. 
 

2.55 – 3.30 Afternoon Tea 
3.30 – 3.50 Kate Anderson  

Trials, Tribulations and Triumphs in TeleAAC: Observations from a parent training pilot study. 
 

3.50 – 4.10 Elissa Greco A therapy approach involving auditory-verbal therapy and augmentative and 
alternative communication for a child with cochlear implantation 
 

4.10 – 4.30 Cynthia Donato Visual Language in Autism’ program for children with diverse developmental 
disabilities 
 

4.30 – 4.50 Rachel Davenport  Critical Characteristics of Marginal or Failing Students 
 

4.50 – 5.10 Laura Kelleher  Engagement of Aboriginal families with community-based Speech Pathology 
services 
 

5.10-5.15 Lucky Door Prizes & Close  
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DAY 3 - SPEECH PATHOLOGY RESEARCH THINK TANK 4th DECEMBER 
 
8.45am WELCOME TO THE THINKTANK OVERVIEW (Bronwyn) 
9.00am 
Keynote 

Bronwyn introduces: 
KEYNOTE – Professor Leanne Togher, The University of Sydney 

STREAM LINGUISTICS 
MASTERCLASS 
Elizabeth Spencer 
Nicole Müller 
 
The clinical linguistics 
masterclass is open to all 
clinicians, researchers 
and students interested in 
the application of 
linguistics as a vital 
clinical tool. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
RESEARCH 
Bronwyn Hemsley 
Susan Balandin 
Caroline Bowen 
 
The social media research 
think tank will include 
discussions about the 
current and potential future 
research agenda in speech 
pathology,  

CLINICAL RESEARCH IN 
STUTTERING 
Sally Hewat 
Marilyn Nippold 
 
The Clinical Research in Stuttering 
think tank is open to all clinicians, 
researchers and students interested in 
stuttering treatment and research. 
Participants will have the opportunity 
to discuss and consider current 
treatments approaches for all people 
who stutter, recent advances and 
innovations in research and its impact 
on clinical practice as well as 
translation of research into practice. 

10.00 Session 1 
Introductions / Research 
Strengths 
What’s the state of play 
with clinical linguistics? 
Significance for clients, 
clinicians and 
researchers. What do we 
mean by clinically 
relevant “research”? 

Session 1 
Introductions / Evidence 
map of social media & 
communication research to 
date 

Session 1 
Introductions / Clinical  Research 
Strengths 
Current practice and recent advances 
and innovations in research: What is 
the state of play? 

10.30 Morning Tea Morning Tea Morning Tea 
11.15 Session 2 

Facilitators and barriers 
to using clinical 
linguistics & practical 
solutions.  

Session 2 
Stirring the Pot: Virtual 
Worlds, Yahoo Groups, 
Facebook, and Twitter: 
Considerations for Speech 
Pathology Research  

Session 2 
Impact of research on clinical 
practice:  
Facilitators and barriers to the 
application of evidence based 
practice? 

12.00 Session 3 
Methods and approaches, 
techniques.  
 

Session 3 
SpeechBITE 20 minute 
presentation; thence 
Exploring the potential 
overlap of teaching, 
research, and clinical 
E3BP in social media 
research.  

Session 3 
What's important? 
What do we need to know?  
What works and what doesn't work? 
Where to from here? 

12.45-1.45 Lunch 
1.45-2.15 Whole Group Presentation of initial thoughts and input from large group 
2.15-3.00pm Session 4 

Cooking: A research 
agenda for clinical 
linguistics in speech 
pathology.collaboration 

Session 4 
Cooking: A research 
agenda for social media in 
speech pathology. 

Session 4 
Cooking: A research agenda for 
clinical research in Stuttering. 

3.00 – 3.30 Afternoon Tea 
3.30-4.00 Combined Research Landscape – reporting back of streams to large group room (10 mins each). 
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'Communicating Together'  
2-4 December 2013 
 
Main Symposium 2 and 3 December 2013 
Research Symposium 4 December 2013 
 
For Registration Form please visit Humanities Research Institute 
(www.newcastle.edu.au/institute/humanities-research/activities-and-events/communicating-together-
symposium.html) 

Registration payment through UoN Online Shop 

Early Bird Registration 30 September 2013 

Product Name Price 

Early Bird Registration Main Symposium (paid in full by 30 September 2013) 2-3 December 2013 $120.00  

Early Bird Registration Reserach Symposium (paid in full by 30 September 2013) 4 December 
2013 

$30.00  

Full Registration Main Symposium (paid in full after 30 September 2013) 2-3 December 2013 $150.00  

Full Registration Main Symposium (paid in full after 30 September 2013) Including Research 
Symposium 2-4 December 2013 

$150.00  

Single Day Rate - Monday 2 December 2013 $100.00  

Single Day Rate - Tuesday 3 December 2013 $100.00  

Single Day Rate - Wednesday 4 December 2013 $100.00  

Single Day Concession Rate Monday 2 December 2013 - Student  $50.00  

Single Day Concession Rate Tuesday 3 December 2013 - Student  $50.00  

Single Day Concession Rate Wednesday 4 December 2013 - Student  $50.00  

Single Day Concession Rate 2 December 2013 - RUSH Student Volunteer Only $40.00  

Single Day Concession Rate Tuesday 3 December 2013 - RUSH Student Volunteer Only $40.00  

Single Day Concession Rate Wednesday 4 December 2013 - RUSH Student Volunteer Only $40.00  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr Bronwyn Hemsley 
Convenor of the Research Symposium 
Senior Lecturer Speech Pathology 
School of Humanities and Social Science 
The University of Newcastle 
Callaghan NSW 2308 Australia 
T +61 2 4921 7352 
F +61 2 4921 7818 
E Communication-Symposium@newcastle.edu.au 
W www.newcastle.edu.au 
Twitter @bronwynhemsley 
 

   

http://www.newcastle.edu.au/institute/humanities-research/activities-and-events/communicating-together-symposium.html
http://www.uononlineshop.com/index.php/conference/conferences-events/faculty-of-education-and-arts/main-symposium-2-and-3-december-2013.html
mailto:Communication-Symposium@newcastle.edu.au
http://www.newcastle.edu.au/
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